Reassessment of the clinical significance of periodic lateralized epileptiform discharges in pediatric patients.
A review of clinical data from 18 pediatric patients with periodic lateralized epileptiform discharges and bilateral independent periodic lateralized epileptiform discharges (PLEDs and BIPLEDs) showed 2 with chronic neurologic illness, 6 with a history of prior seizures, 14 with depressed sensorium at the time of EEG, 5 deaths, and 8 of 13 survivors with neurologic deficits. These findings are similar to the combined data from reports involving adult patients only. Separating pediatric patients with PLEDs from those with BIPLEDs shows some influence from patients with BIPLEDs. Overall, our data do not suggest significant clinical differences for PLEDs between children and adults.